Some Medical Problems of the Sudan
the best hospital orderlies. Special courses of instruction
are arranged for them at the larger hospitals and after a
year's training they undergo a written and practical
examination, and those who pass are posted to dispen-
saries as Sanitary Hakims. A further course of instruc-
tion and an examination is required before promotion to
Dispensary Hakim. The training is, of course, empirical,
and in Arabic. Laboratory Assistants are trained for the
Sudan Medical Service at the Wellcome Laboratory of
Tropical Research, and assistant dispensers are trained
in Khartoum.
Women
Among the most difficult problems to be faced in the
Sudan, is the supply of trained native nurses and mid-
wives.
The Sudanese definitely consider these professions as
degrading, and it will take many years of education and
propaganda to overcome this prejudice. Consequently it
is difficult to get the right type of woman to train, but
despite these difficulties very great progress has been
made during the last ten years.
Midwifes
The School of Midwifery is situated at Omdurman, in
charge of a British Inspectress of midwives and an assis-
tant. These officials tour the country for three months
in the year selecting suitable .candidates for training,
whom they bring back to Omdurman. The class of about
twenty pupils undergoes a very intensive course of six
months5 training in the elements of midwifery and anti-
sepsis. At the end of this time an examination is held
and those who pass letura to work among their own
people. By this means the standard of midwifery is
slowly improving throughout the Sudan, and Omdurman
is now entirely served by trained certified
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